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From the Directors 

Mikayla Taylor is an aspiring actress working 

toward her BFA in Acting for the Stage and Screen 

at Azusa Pacific University. She took her first 

acting class nine years ago, fell in love with it, and 

knew she was destined for a life on the stage. She 
has performed in many shows and has recently 

discovered a passion for playwriting, directing, 

and teaching. She is passionate about God, 

theatre, and anything creative. She can't wait to 

direct more shows and bring the joy of acting to 

many performers in summers to come! 
 

Audrey McGee has a passion for storytelling in 

all forms, leading her to become an artist, 

actress, book author, and playwright. Audrey is 

currently studying for a degree in Visual and 

Performing Arts from UCCS, where she recently 
performed as Medea in Euripedes' classic 

tragedy. She thanks her co-director, her 

wonderful cast, and all who have supported her 

mental health this summer. She hopes you enjoy 

the show! 
 

About COS Young People Theatre Troupe 

On a walk one evening in June 2020, college theatre student 
Mikayla Taylor was inspired by the beautiful natural setting of 

Stone Crossing Amphitheatre. A play was destined to be created and 

performed there. Teaming up with friend and fellow student Audrey 

McGee, the two wrote a full-length play in less than three weeks, 

held auditions, and began to produce a show.  

Dozens of friends rallied to help—eager for something more than a 
summer of working and COVID-19-related shutdowns. They wanted 

their theatre back. Ever in Between went 

on to win best play in the Gazette’s 2021 

Best of the Springs. 

Back in 2021 with another original 

summer production, COS Young People 
Theatre Troupe is now a registered non-

profit theatre company, dedicated to 

creating and performing family-friendly 

stories, to developing young talent, and to 

advancing the arts in Colorado Springs.  



   



Pre-show Summary 

Scene A: Niko succinctly and comedically explains the basics of 

Arryn. She introduces us to Esmerelda, the silent matriarch of 

Arryn, who writes a letter to young Nellie—a rare occurrence. She 

gives it to Niko, who rushes off to deliver the letter. 

Scene B: Nellie complains to a young Rupert about Esmerelda’s 
letter. Her frustration shifts from Esmerelda to teasing and bullying 

Rupert. Rupert gets up the courage to stand up for himself, sending 

Nellie into a rage. 

Scene C: Cleo explains the basics of the Aleerian political system. 

She introduces us to Louisa and Sir Walter Stapleton, who discuss 
their son Alonso’s future in politics. As Young Alonso is too shy for 

Parliament, it is decided that Louisa will tutor him until he is ready. 

Scene D: We meet Young Gwen and Young Alonso. Unlike Nellie 

and Rupert, each is shy and sweet around the other. They talk 

about their hopes and dreams, which may come about later in the 

show. They play hide and seek and run off together. 
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Janessa Clint Daniel Duhon Rob Dunn 

Miriam Gleason Charlotte Johnson Kira Helmcke 

 
Jo Friend 

Katherine Larson 

M. Lowell Haehn 

Shannon Rymut 

Braxton Bergen 

Beth Ann Elisha Abigail Elisha Joseph Elisha Cody Estep 

Lilienne Martindale Jason Jump Luke Nelson 
 

Addison Stevens  Amanda Susman Lexi White 



Arryn  

Arryn is a magical world inhabited by trolls, fairies, 

fauns, and most importantly, nymphs. The 
nymphs of Arryn have a tree to which their 

life force is connected. If an animal 

decides to move into their tree, the 

nymphs adopt qualities, traits, and 

abilities from that animal. Arryn's wise 
but mute leader, Esmerelda, shares a 

life force with her long lost twin, 

and is connected to the portal 

between worlds. But since the 

sisters are separated, the portal 

is strained, and requires one 
person to go in each time someone 

comes out. 

 Nellie  
Nellie is a nymph gifted with owl-like 
powers of translation, allowing her to 

communicate with trolls, fairies, fauns, and other 

species living in Arryn. She can even hear the voice 

of Esmerelda, the matriarch of Arryn, who nobody 

has been able to interpret in years. She works a 

daily job as Esmerelda's scribe, writing down dreams 
and turning them into humantale books. Nellie is 

positive, caring, knowledgeable, and motivated. 

Though she was full of herself and mean as a child, 

her desire to help others leads her on quite a 

journey. 

 Niko  
Niko is a mischievous nymph with the 

power to recall others’ memories. The 

hummingbirds living in her tree give her 

a constant buzzing energy as she looks 
through the past and present. Though 

Niko is fun-loving and well intentioned, 

her positive vulnerability allows her to be 

easily manipulated by Rupert. 



 

  Aleera 
Aleera is a refined society inhabited by wealthy, 

sophisticated humans. Aleera is a matriarchal 
society ruled by a Duchess. However, since 

the Duchess has grown old and spends all 

her time writing fairytales, most of Aleera's 

political power comes from the Parliament, 

which is run by men. All who desire 
power and success in Aleera strive to 

hold a seat in Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rupert is a nymph who was 

banished to the human world at a 

young age, before an animal moved 

into his tree to give him his nymph powers. He was 

raised by a strict Aleerian couple and taught that he 

would find belonging in the realm of political power. 
Once Rupert got his nymph powers from a pigeon, he 

gained the ability to take skills and powers from 

others. However, if he holds onto them for too long, it 

makes him sick and weak. He learns to use this 

power to his advantage as he seeks recognition and 

adoration among the worlds. 

Marina, a nymph who has powers from 
a raven, serves as Rupert’s sidekick in 

Arryn. Her nymph power enables her to 

mimic anything she hears, allowing her 

to find sneaky ways to get what she 

wants. Marina's tough and witty 
sarcasm keeps Rupert on his feet in his 

quest for power and revenge. 



Who’s Who in the Cast 

Braxton Bergen (Young Rupert, 1st weekend): Braxton is loving being 

Young Rupert this summer! He is going into sixth grade at The Classical 

Academy and enjoys all things theatre…all the time. When not in 

rehearsal (his main hobby), he can be found playing baseball with his 

brothers, hammocking, or reading Harry Potter. He thanks all who have 

inspired him and helped him grow as an actor.  

Janessa Clint (Nellie): Janessa is currently studying theatre at UCCS. 

She is obsessed with musical theatre and hopes to one day play her 

dream role of Lydia in the Beetlejuice musical. She has starred in a few 
UCCS productions and has dabbled in stage managing and 

dramaturgy. Her favorite things: books, her two cats, and coffee. 

Daniel Duhon (Young Alonso): Daniel, an active 10-year-old, loves 

baseball, the park, and the company of his many siblings. He enjoys 

history, science and engineering. He can be found reading new books, 

building Legos, playing with his cars, and reading his Bible every 

morning. This role is his first acting experience. 

Rob Dunn (Sir Walter Stapleton): Rob is a Theatre major at UCCS. His 

last time on a Colorado stage was as Father Willow in By the Bog of 
Cats at Springs Ensemble Theatre. In his spare time, he volunteers with 

Sand Creek High School’s Stinger Theatre Company. He would like to 

thank his family and friends for the love and encouragement.  

  



Abigail Elisha (Cleo): Abigail is 15 years old and in her sophomore year 

of high school. She loves singing and acting, and has previously acted 

in Village Arts’ performance of Little Women. 

Beth Ann Elisha (Esmerelda/Duchess): Beth Ann is having fun on 

stage with Joseph and Abigail, her two youngest of eight children. She 

teaches piano and voice and has had roles (onstage and backstage) in 

Oklahoma, Beauty and the Beast, Music Man, and Little Women. She is 

grateful for her directors’ willingness to work with a relative rookie. 

Joseph Elisha (Ensemble): Joseph was born in Colorado and likes 

blacksmithing and marine biology. He enjoys acting, and the ensemble 

allows him to play variety of fun and important roles—in this case, a 

troll, a lumberjack, and an Aleeran! 

Cody Estep (Alonso): Cody is excited to make his debut with COSYPTT. 

He has been acting since his freshman year in high school and will be 

a sophomore at Butler University. He aspires to work professionally as 

a stage manager or designer for a theatre company.  

Jo Friend (Ensemble/Marina Understudy): Jo, a small bundle of 

energy, is thankful to work again with Audrey & Mikayla. Jo’s 

production credits include Christine and Carlotta in The Phantom of the 
Opera, Marian in Ever In Between, and Disgust/Shame in Resurgence. 

Jo enjoys archery, programming, video games, and stage combat. 

Miriam Gleason (Louisa): Miriam has been doing theatre for over 15 

years, having preformed in such shows as Guys and Dolls, Into the 
Woods, The Little Prince, and many more. She has also worked on the 

crew for multiple other shows in college and high school. 

M. Lowell Haehn (Thomas Demeter/Ensemble): Lowell is proud to be 

acting again with COSYPTT. In last summer’s Ever In Between, Lowell 

portrayed the Earl of Huntington and the Dwarf family’s patriarch—
Papa Dwarf. Lowell has been involved locally with Sunrise Players and 

Just Like That! Productions, as well as with collegiate programs at 

Dakota Wesleyan University and Northeastern Junior College. 

Kira Helmcke (Ensemble/Gwen Understudy): Kira enjoys listening 

to and writing music, reading the classics, spending time with loved 
ones, and learning more about the arts. She looks forward to 

traveling again. She is honored to work with The Nymphs of Arryn’s 

wonderful cast and creative directors.  

Charlotte Johnson (Young Nellie): Charlotte, 10 years old, is 
making her acting debut. She really enjoys this new experience. 

Charlotte loves hanging out with friends, listening to music (Billie 

Eilish!), and participating in Ninja Warrior. She adores her two pet 

rats and dog named Mango. She has caught the acting bug! 

 



Jason Jump (Young Rupert, 2nd Weekend): Jason is making his first 

big performance as Young Rupert. He has prior acting experience with 

Reader’s Theatre, Improv, and Scripted. Jason is 11 years old and going 

into sixth grade. He loves taekwondo, baseball, and acting. He also 

enjoys reading and music. Jason is also part of a leadership 

organization known as Above the Rest.  

Katherine Larson (Niko): Katherine enjoys frolicking around the stage 

as Niko alongside a delightful cast. Recent roles include Miss Bates in 

Emma, Lord Stanley in Richard III, and the Evil Queen in COSYPTT’s 

Ever In Between. When she is not on stage, you might catch Katherine 

writing apps, painting, or consuming copious amounts of coffee.  

Lilienne Martindale (Ensemble): Lilienne is taking part in her second 

stage show. When not on stage, she enjoys walks by Cottonwood Creek. 

Luke Nelson (Rupert): Luke is excited to be in The Nymphs of Arryn 

with this amazing cast. This is his third theater production, and it has 

been an overwhelmingly great experience. Having just graduated from 

high school, he plans to take a gap year to figure out what to do with 

his life. 

Shannon Rymut (Ensemble/Nellie Understudy): Shannon has been 
acting since she was in middle school and plans to major in theatre. 

She is excited to work with COSYPTT, since her previous experience 

has been through her schools.  

Addison Stevens (Young Gwen): Addison has been acting since the age 

of five and loves to be a part of the acting community. This is Addi's 

second show with COSYPTT. You may also find her flying in the air at 

her silks classes at Dragonfly Aerial Company. Addi enjoys spending 

time with her friends and swimming at VillaSport.  

Amanda Susman (Gwen): Amanda is thrilled to be in her first show 

with COSYPTT! When she is not at Lindenwood University studying 

musical theatre, she teaches at Springs Dance and assisting with 

camps at Millibo Art Theatre. She loves all things musical theatre and 

is thankful to do theatre in these crazy times! 

Lexi White (Marina): Lexi is a junior at Palmer High School, where she 
is in jazz choir and is marketing director for the thespian society. Lexi's 

resume includes Academy of Children's Theatre, Green Box Arts film 

program, five school productions, and Youth Rep with the Fine Arts 

Center. Lexi enjoys anime, skating, crafting, and her chubby cat, Loki. 



Thanks to Our Crew & Creatives 

 Producers/Directors Audrey McGee, Mikayla Taylor 

 Costume Designer Katelyn Sturt 

  Costumers Mikayla Taylor, Audrey McGee, Billy Denny 

 Stage Manager Maddie McLaughlin 

 Assistant Stage Manager Morgan Taylor 

 Stage Crew Danny Guzman, Katie Susman, Lily Ware,  
    Brianna Poirier, Katelyn Poirier,  

   Jason Jump, Emily, Kaylynne & more! 

 Prop Masters Robin Bower, Mary Taylor 

 Set Construction Roger Bower, Roy Ballard,  

    Samuel Socolofsky  

 Choreography Audrey McGee, Mikayla Taylor, Jo Friend 

 Art & Photography Morgan Taylor, Lydia McGee 

 Music Composition Peter Schmidt 

 Sound Jay Arbuckle, Johnny Bartlett 

 Marketing & Program Jim McGee, Peggy McGee 

 Accounting Norm Taylor, Mary Taylor 

Shout out to the whole cast & crew  

for its help with costume & set production!

 
 

 



Live Theatre is BACK in Colorado Springs!  

Check-out these upcoming opportunities! 

➢ Now-August 15th: Bride, Groom, Sunday, Forever, by 

Counterweight Theatre Lab. 

https://www.counterweighttheatre.com/#who-we-are 

➢ Now-August 28th: An American’s Night Dream, by Campfire 

Theatre. https://www.campfiretheatertours.com/show-synopsis 

➢ August 12th-22nd: Where Did We Sit on the Bus?, by Colorado 

Springs Fine Art Center at Colorado College. 

https://fac.coloradocollege.edu/theatre-events/where-did-we-sit-
on-the-bus/ 

➢ August 20th-September 3rd: A Thousand Ways, by 600 

Highwaymen at UCCS-VAPA ENT Center. 
https://www.peakradar.com/event/a-thousand-ways/ 

➢ August 21st: C.S.Lewis-The Great Divorce, by Fellowship for 
Performing Arts at Pikes Peak Center for the Performing Arts. 
https://fpatheatre.com/tour/tgd-colorado-springs-2021/ 

➢ August 24th-September 5th: Working: A Musical, by Colorado 

Springs Fine Art Center at Colorado College. 
https://fac.coloradocollege.edu/theatre-events/working-a-musical/ 

➢ October 21st-23rd: “Behind the Façade” - A Broadway Review, 

by Village Arts of Colorado Springs. Details coming soon to: 
https://villageartscs.org 

➢ October 21st & November 18th: "The Not-So-Late-Show" Coffee 
Shop Pop-Ups, by Awaken Creative Institute. 
https://awakencreative.org/events/ 

 

Find these events and more at: 

 
Details are subject to change. Please check websites for  

individual productions to find up-to-date details. 
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